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The mission of this newsletter is to inform our members of the activities, events, and classes in the
local beading community and to provide a forum where members can share beading knowledge and
techniques.
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Greetings Artisans,
We are still under the shadow of COVID-19, but we value our members and hope is
brightening our lives and excitement is bursting out of our big beadie hearts
because our beloved bead stores are reopening! Restaurants are opening and many
businesses are reopening with careful social distancing. Thank you goes to the tireless,
valiantly courageous frontline health care workers – doctors, nurses, food services staffs,
and so many more hardworking, selfless people, such as the bead stores and their staffs.
Thank you to the bead store owners who have filled our curb side orders and fielded our
frantic phone calls when we needed those missing bead items. Special thanks to the
following businesses!!
•
Jerome Nunez at A Few of My Favorite Beads: open
•
Cael Chappell at Baskets of Africa: open with restrictions and limited hours, 15%
discount to BSNM members
•
Dannelle Garcia-Grundlach at The Beaded Iris: open with restrictions and limited hours,
10% discount to BSNM members (Dannelle, you look great in a mask!)
•
Pamela Armas at Gypsy Raven Studio in Mountainair, NM: open with restrictions, call
ahead
•
Laura, Heather, and Amanda at Mama’s Minerals: open with restrictions and limited
hours, 15% discount to BSNM members
•
Lauren Tobey at Meltdown Studio: open with restrictions
•
Robert Steinberg at Stone Mountain Bead Gallery: open with restrictions and limited
hours, 20% to BSNM members
•
Soft Flex Company: www.SoftflexCompany.com
•
Ava Motherwell of The Whole Bead Show: avamotherwell@aol.com, no minimum
•
Tammy and staff at Thomason Stone Supply: open with restrictions and normal hours
BSNM special heroes Julie Fear and Fran Hahn are making great ($5) masks and jewelry!
You both are the cat’s meow! Stay calm, bead on, and make more masks!!
The Wednesday, June 3rd Bead Time and the Monday, June 22nd general
membership meeting are cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic and Governor
Michelle Lujan-Grisham’s social distancing orders. However, BSNM is staying in
constant touch with the Governor’s office, the Mayor’s office, North Domingo Baca
Multigenerational Center, and Height Cumberland Presbyterian Church (where we hold our
meetings) and they will notify the BSNM as soon as we are able to meet. They assure us it
will be soon with social distancing protocols in place. BSNM has already purchased
masks for our members at the meetings – we are ready to meet as soon as we
receive the green light. BSNM is staying safe, calm, and beading on!
Our Turquoise Museum outing date depends on the Governor’s and Mayor’s
mandates. As of the end of May, the museum is forecasting late July or early
August 2020 to reopen for groups. When the Governor and the Mayor allow the
Turquoise Museum to open for visitors will depend on New Mexico’s COVID-19 numbers.
When we do get to meet and tour, BSNM will also organize a lunch at the Turquoise
Museum.
We would like to introduce and welcome Indea Sanchez, our newest BSNM Board
member, who has graciously accepted the position of Secretary. Indea will be
teaching the BSNM’s first video class. She is a multi-media artist with incredible talent, she
also teaches bead embroidery, loom work, and stranding. Indea is currently showing at the
Corrales Bosque Gallery which opens on Saturday, June 6 at 4685 Corrales Rd. in Corrales.
BSNM members are invited! Put on your mask and go celebrate with the artists of Corrales
and enjoy Indea’s work.
Best “masked” regards, Pat Verrelle, BSNM President, beadsocietynm@gmail.com,
505-980-6401
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Upcoming Events
June 3

cancelled

Bead Time
Wednesday, June 3, 2020 6:00 pm to 8:30 pm
North Domingo Baca Multigenerational Center
This Bead Time session has been cancelled due to the governor’s restrictions regarding the coronavirus
pandemic and the need for social distancing.
BSNM member Julie Fear will teach “Right Angle Weave Wrap Bracelet” using sizes 11 and 8 seed beads
and Tillas. Depending on the colors you choose, this bracelet can be as subdued or vibrant as you like.

We will try to reschedule this class for later in the year.
June 9

cancelled

Board Meeting
Tuesday, June 9, 2020 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm
Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church, 8600 Academy Road NE
This in-person meeting has been cancelled due to the governor’s restrictions regarding the coronavirus
pandemic and the need for social distancing.

June 9 to 12
cancelled

Special Event for BSNM Members Only
Tuesday, June 9 to Friday, June 12, 2020 10:00 am
Rio Grande Jewelry Supply, 7500 Bluewater Rd. NW
This tour has been cancelled due to the governor’s restrictions regarding the coronavirus pandemic and
the need for social distancing.

We will try to reschedule this event for later in the year.
June 22

cancelled

General Meeting
Monday, June 22, 2020 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm
(set-up, social time, and buying raffle tickets beginning at 6:00 pm)
North Domingo Baca Multigenerational Center
This meeting has been cancelled due to the governor’s restrictions regarding the coronavirus pandemic
and the need for social distancing.
BSNM member Liz Sands, who is active with the charity Operation Christmas Child (see a write-up on
this charity elsewhere in this newsletter), will direct a workshop to make earrings to send to
underprivileged young girls around the globe. Liz has challenged BSNM members to each make and
donate 10 pairs of earrings. You can make earrings at home and bring them with you to the next
meeting.
We will try to reschedule this workshop for later in the year.

late July/
early August

Special Event for BSNM Members Only
10:00 am
Turquoise Museum, 400 2nd Street SW, Albuquerque
Rather than taking an all-day bus trip this year, we plan to go as a group to the Turquoise Museum
– recently re-opened in the old Gertrude Zachery mansion.
This tour may be cancelled/postponed depending on the state or city orders regarding large gatherings
and social distancing. Please watch your email for messages from BSNM with the latest details.

Reminder to Board Members
Board meetings are still currently scheduled.
However, due to social distancing restrictions, the
Board is planning to meet virtually via Zoom.
For 2020, the BSNM Board will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month at the Heights
Cumberland Presbyterian Church on the corner of
Academy and Moon, not at North Domingo Baca
Multigenerational Center.
This change is due to the unavailability and expense of
using North Domingo Baca this year.

Is it morning … Is it Tuesday or
July … Is it still 2020 … Did
Amazon deliver my craft
supplies … Where are my
friends … The wine is gone …
I need more chocolate … Is my
state open … Where am I?
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Board Members Needed
The 2020 BSNM Board still needs the following positions
to function at its best:
2nd Vice President-Programs – Plan and arrange
programs for the general meetings and for each Bead
Time session
Membership Recruiter – Visit bead stores, shows,
and events for the purpose of recruiting new members
Member-at-Large – Be responsible for representing
the suggestions and concerns of the general
membership to the Board
Photographer – Take photographs at meetings and
events, including all contest entries and winners;
provide photos to Webmaster, Social Media Manager,
and Newsletter Editor for publication
Board members are expected to attend the Board
meetings once a month, as well as performing their duties
as listed in the BSNM Bylaws. Please consider which of
these positions best suits your abilities and your time.
Contact any Board member or email us at
beadsocietynm@gmail.com if you would like to join the
Board.

Ask the Bead Queen
Q: Do you have a suggestion for working with heavier
beads? I find that after I finish a piece, the stringing
material (10-lb Fireline) stretches and I have to restring
the whole necklace – so frustrating!
A: I use 49-strand Beadalon to string necklaces and
bracelets. 49-strand is flexible, the strongest, and the
least likely to stretch. You can usually get it in 0.018-inch
and 0.015-inch (usually better for pearls) thicknesses. I
believe they make much thicker material, but you’ll need
special crimps.
The other option is to use the silk or nylon cording that
comes on a card with an attached needle. (There are also
a couple of brands of blended cording – Tuff Cord and
Stringth – that don’t require a needle.) Use the largest
width possible that will fit inside your beads. With this
cord (especially the nylon), you need to pre-stretch it
before stringing. And you need to knot between beads, or
at least periodically. The knots help hold the weight of
the beads. To tie off the ends you need clam-shell-style
bead ends.
Also, store any necklaces with heavy beads lying flat. Do
not hang them, as the weight will cause the stringing
material to stretch.
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Latest COVID-19 Information
Starting June 1, 2020, New Mexico’s emergency public
health order will be extended and amended to permit
indoor dining, hair salons, gyms, and indoor shopping
malls to reopen on a limited basis and in accordance with
required COVID-10 Safe Practices, among other changes.
Restaurants, which were allowed to offer limited outdoor
dining starting May 27, may resume indoor seating at
50-percent maximum occupancy effective Monday,
June 1. Bar and counter seating are still prohibited; to be
served, customers must be seated at tables positioned at
least 6 feet apart.
Gyms also will be allowed to reopen at 50-percent
occupancy among other restrictions – including that group
fitness classes are not permitted – while indoor malls, hair
and nail salons, barber shops, tattoo parlors, and
massage services may begin operating at 25-percent
occupancy. Shopping mall food courts must remain
closed, and loitering is prohibited. Salons and other
personal-service businesses must operate on a byappointment basis, according to the amended order.
Waiting rooms will remain closed; clients will not be
allowed to enter until time for their appointment.
As they reopen, all businesses must operate in accordance
with COVID-19 Safe Practices for their industry.
Also to be incorporated in the amended public health
order:
• Drive-in theaters may reopen under COVID-19 Safe
Practices.
• Nine additional state parks will reopen for day-use only
beginning May 30, with five more opening June 1,
some with capacity limits.
• Hotels may operate at 50 percent of maximum
occupancy under COVID-19 Safe Practices.
• The 14-day quarantine order for airport arrivals will be
amended to permit certain business travel under
COVID-19 Safe Practices.
New Mexico is currently in Phase 1 of the state’s phased
reopening plan. Later phases will include reopening
theaters, casinos, museums, zoos, and more.
However, despite all the progress New Mexico is making,
Dr. David Scrase, Secretary for Health and Human
Services, said everyone still needs to be cautious. The
extended order leaves intact these earlier
requirements:
• Retailers and houses of worship may operate at
25-percent of maximum occupancy in accordance
with COVID-19 Safe Practices.
• Face-coverings must be worn in public settings.
• Mass gatherings and congregations are still
unsafe and prohibited.
• New Mexicans are still urged to stay home,
especially if sick or in a high-risk group, and to
maintain a 6-foot physical distance from others if
you must go out.
For the full press release, go to
https://www.newmexico.gov/2020/05/28/governorannounces-limited-reopening-for-dine-in-restaurantsindoor-malls-gyms-salons-and-more/
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Bead Stores are Opening Up!
A Few of My Favorite Beads: Jerome Nunez hopes
that everyone is in good health. Store hours and days
are back to normal. There is more 6-lb Fireline in
stock, as well as wire guardians and charlottes, and
lots of super duos on order. Jerome is wearing a mask
and looking forward to seeing BSNM members. Please
remember to wear your mask.
Baskets of Africa: Cael Chappell says, to all our
friends in New Mexico: We plan on re-opening the
store in July. We will let you know in advance when
we have a date set. Thank you!
The Beaded Iris: Temporary store hours are:
Monday through Thursday 10:00 am to 3:00 pm
Friday 11:00 am to 3:00 pm
Closed Saturdays and Sundays
Dannelle Garcia-Grundlach will be glad to make an
appointment if these hours don't accommodate your
schedule. Email The Beaded Iris at:
beadedirisstore@aol.com or call 505-299-1856.
Meltdown Studio: Lauren Tobey hopes you’ve been
staying safe and well. They are excited to begin a
cautious transition back into business. As a
non-essential business, they will be operating at the
governor’s 25% occupancy mandate during this phase.
What does this mean?
•
Reduced class sizes
•
Required face masks
•
Open Studio advanced online sign-ups
•
Daily studio disinfecting
•
Social distancing
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Happenings at Treasures of the
Gypsy/Gypsy Raven Gallery/Studio
111 W. Broadway, Mountainair, NM 87036
phone: 505-847-0963, email: gypsytreasures@cs.com
Contact Gypsy Raven to confirm that the
following events are stilling happening due to the
current coronavirus restrictions in New Mexico.
As the entire world battles the COVID-19 virus
pandemic the situation changes daily, even hourly.
Hopefully soon, we will step out from behind our
masks, we will look each other in the eyes, and we will
exchange hugs!! Until then, stay healthy and stay
positive.
We are trying to reschedule the Open House date but
really cannot do that until the Governor opens New
Mexico. Once that happens we will send out news of
the new date.
We have changed the date for the Spirit Dancer
Workshop to Wednesday, June 10. If you had signed
up for the May 7, 2020 date please mark your calendar
now. We will send out an email confirming closer to
June 10.

Thank you for your support, your understanding, and
your patience over the past months. Lauren will
continue to work to provide a safe and supportive
studio, a place where you can feel comfortable and
creative. For info on classes, go to
https://www.meltdownstudio.com/
Santa Fe Jewelers Supply: They are able to fill your
orders over the phone to be shipped, delivered, or
picked up curbside at the warehouse door. Their hours
of operation will remain 8:30 am to 5:30 pm for the
time being. Deliveries will be offered daily. Orders
can be called into 505-988-9157 or placed for “Will
Call” on our website at www.sfjs.net.
Stone Mountain Bead Gallery: Robert Steinberg,
Business member and past President, has opened his
store. Yes, he is wearing a mask and has plenty of
hand sanitizer, but most of all he is thrilled to be open.
His store is known for its ethnic beads made of bone,
wood, and stone, Czech glass, ceramic, turquoise, and
silver. Plus, he has the most amazing charms, along
with African and Asian beads. Robert also carries Art
Seymour handmade chevron beads, similar to vintage
Venetian chevron beads. Also ask Robert to show you
some of Federico Castellucci’s chevron beads. Stone
Mountain is open Mon. to Sat. 11 to 5, Sun. 12:30 to
4:30. If Robert is out of the store, call 505-260-1121
and he will be right there. The BSNM member
discount is 20%!

Please keep watching for future info on other class
dates. We had scheduled several for 2020 and hope to
be able to host them:
•

Spring Open House (by invite only) TBD

•

Spirit Dancer Workshop June 10, 2020
10am - 5pm

•

Fall Open House (by invite only)
September 9, 2020 10am - 4pm

•

Potion Box Workshop September 23, 2020
10am - 5pm

More information on all of these will be sent out closer
to the dates as a reminder as well. We had such a
great response to our “A Few of My Favorite Things”
workshop that we will be scheduling another one
sometime in October 2020.
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The Latest from Mama’s Minerals

My Africa Adventure

You’ve been busy creating – We’ve been busy
cleaning...and you never know what you have until you
clean your bead and rock store! And we have a lot of
new product that came in right before the March
closure.

by Cael Chappell

We want to see what you’ve been working on! Please
tag us from your Facebook page or email us your art
images and we’ll share them on our Facebook page.
(You can also include selling info if you’d like.)
You can see us through our live Facebook classes. We
began with a Beading Party! Followed by WireWrapping Crystals, Beaded Earrings, Wire Wrap Rings,
and then Earrings. Click on the video button on our
Facebook page to see them again, and keep watching
for new adventures.
We look forward to seeing you all again soon. Go to
https://www.facebook.com/mamasminerals for all the
steps we’ve taken to prioritize your health and safety
when we do reopen our Albuquerque and Santa Fe
stores: Mon-Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 11am-5pm. You can
stay close to home in either of these metro areas.

Earlier this year, I had the privilege of collaborating
with several weaving groups supported by Baskets of
Africa. The goals of the trip were to build
relationships, to learn more about the weaving
process, and to refine our logistics when working with
some very remote weavers.
My journey began in Kenya. Getting to Africa is no
easy task. When you add up a 5-hour overnight flight
from Albuquerque to New York, a 7-hour layover at
JFK, and a 16.5-hour flight from New York to Kenya,
then mix in a 9-hour time zone change ... by the time
your feet touch the soil in Africa, you don't know what
day it is or which way is up.
Nairobi, Kenya is the only capital city in the world with
a national park in it. When you are in the 45-squaremile Nairobi National Park, it's not uncommon to see
wildlife with the cityscape of 4.5 million people in the
background.

Remember, you can still shop with us remotely. It's
new, it's fun, it's easy!

Message us on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, call, or
email for your own concierge shopping experience.
We'll be in touch with photos and videos of your
favorite items. We'll even give you a video tour of the
store. You can pick-up curbside or we'll mail to you.
Of course, you can still see us any time of day or night
at www.MamasMinerals.com.

As I entered the park, a troupe of baboons had the
opposite idea ... they were on their way out to explore
the city. A few baboons could be seen mischievously
removing terra cotta roof tiles.

If you haven’t checked out Mama’s on Facebook
recently, do it now. It’s non-stop action: ongoing store
tours, beautiful product...and how to tap dance. The
Friday Beading Happy Hour is now joined by Online
Auctions. Meet our new hashtag – #mamaspetrocks –
which will have you hunting them around Albuquerque.
You can also view current community actions around
the metro area, New Mexico, and the world during this
new reality of…. more beading time than you ever
knew possible!
When we open, we will all be wearing masks and will
have free paper masks for those of you who need
them. We’ve installed toe pulls on doors and sneeze
guards for the register areas. You will experience new
customer service procedures and browsing paths which
enable physical distancing, store occupancy limits,
and, of course, strict cleanliness and sanitation
mandates.
Until then, see you in cyberspace! And keep beading!
https://www.instagram.com/mamasminerals/
https://twitter.com/mamasminerals
https://www.youtube.com/user/MamasMinerals

Members of the Maasai and Kikuyu ethnic communities
make up a small weaving group in Nairobi. They
create a variety of beaded bowls, sets of boxes and
canisters, earrings, and more. The bowls are
traditionally given as presents from mother to
daughter during the wedding ceremony to symbolize
the wife feeding the family.
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day, it was almost done and they didn't want the rain
to wet it. Small things like this illustrate the
differences between daily life in Africa and the U.S.
After lunch, the rain subsided and they told me “we
want to show you how we do farming in Nairobi.” I
was very curious because I didn't see any plots of land
to garden in this densely populated part of the city.
They proceeded to giggle and laugh as they pushed
dried corn kernels from the cob and told me “That’s it!”

Sarah was keeping a close eye on me as she was
giving me a weaving lesson, but I think she was also
trying to make sure I didn't ruin her basket!

Each piece is meticulously woven using wire and
shimmering glass beads. Patterns are laid out on
paper and then painstakingly translated onto the
woven object. The wire is manipulated with two sets
of rusty pliers that all the ladies share as the baskets
are woven. Once they can receive packages again, I’ll
send them eight shiny new sets of pliers, with wire
cutters.

The brother of one of the weavers wanted to get his
picture taken – so I told him he should pretend like
he's making a basket. We all got a big laugh as it was
obvious he didn't have a clue what to do. When I get
back home from a trip, I like to print extra pictures of
the people I met and mail them copies.

The ladies made us a lovely Kenyan lunch of rice,
cabbage, and stewed potatoes with a tiny bit of goat,
milky African tea, watermelon and banana for dessert.
As we were enjoying the lunch, suddenly several ladies
dashed outside. I followed to find them madly taking
down laundry off the line as a downpour of rain
started. They said the laundry had been drying all

We all enjoyed each other's sense of humor and the
personal connection made at that human level. I left
them with an order for 200 baskets, and a gift of
10,000 shillings (3 months wages) to buy food for their
weaving meetings. What an amazing and delightful
group of ladies!
Learn more about Kenya beaded baskets at:
https://www.basketsofafrica.com/kenya/kenyabaskets.html

Beading Community Project
On May 27, 2020, the Museum of Beadwork
announced that they are mounting a new community
project. The project grew out of a desire to commune
on a joint project while safely sheltering, and
acknowledging this particular time in history for artistic
communities and individuals.
They invite you, no matter your experience, style, or
technique, to make a square of beadwork and send it
to us and be part of this group installation. Click on
the following link to learn the details about this
project! www.museumofbeadwork.org/pages/beadedsquare-project
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What Have You Been Doing
While Staying at Home? Part 2
Here are some more creative endeavors by our
members while staying at home during the COVID-19
restrictions.
Since the stay-at-home order, Volunteer Coordinator
Fran Hahn has tried to keep herself occupied with
various activities such as walking (alone), lampwork
bead making (alone), beadwork (alone), and cleaning
the house (alone, but terrifying the cats). Do you see
a pattern here?
When Fran heard that masks, if properly made, can
minimize the transmission of COVID-19, she found a
couple of patterns on YouTube, dug out her fat quarter
stash, and started sewing. Now that she’s covered her
tennis friends and swapped fabric with another mask
maker, she’s making masks to send to the Navajo
Nation, a group hit unbelievably hard by this virus.
Below is a sample of the masks she’ll be sending to the
Navajo Nation, frontline healthcare workers, tennis
friends, and family. She has even added sparkles to
some of her masks!

Fran and Julie both say, “Wear your mask and stay
safe!”

And in case you think Fran has forgotten her beads,
here is a sample of what she’s been making with
lampwork beads, wrapped wire, and kumihimo. The
lampwork sheep were a special request from a Las
Aranas member who asked for a “sheep orifice hook”
for her spinning wheel.
Treasurer Deb Cole has been challenging herself to
create new designs using wirework and beads. Here
are her latest earrings. (Deb has also been busy
auditing BSNM’s 2019 books for the last few months.)

Member Julie Fear (past Membership Chair, past
Meeting Coordinator, and Gmail/computer teacher to
the Board) has also been busy during her time at
home. She has redesigned her studio to accommodate
her mask sewing and jewelry making. Julie has been
making jewelry, such as this dolphin necklace that
incorporates her favorite color of orange. She’s also
been sewing (with her kitties by her side) like a mad
person, creating masks for significant other Marty’s
office staff. (Marty has joined us on several of our
BSNM bus trips. What a brave fellow and a great
sport!) Julie has also made breast cancer survivor
masks for special friends.

“My mission in life is to not merely survive,
but to thrive; and to do so with some
passion, some compassion, some humor,
and some style.”
— Maya Angelou
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Gem of the Month – Moonstone
Moonstone is one of the birthstones for June and the
zodiac sign of Cancer (June 21 through July 22).
Moonstone is a descriptive name for a mineral known
as oligoclase, which is a type of feldspar composed of
potassium aluminum silicate. It can be found in a
number of colors, but all examples demonstrate a
particular sheen known as labradorescence (an effect
also found in labradorite). Labradorescence is a light
effect caused by parallel hairlike structures laid down
within the crystal matrix that reflect light back and
forth at a certain angle. This creates different-colored
effects, including blue (sometimes called rainbow),
yellow, silvery gray, and white.
Moonstones from Sri Lanka shimmer in pale blue on an
almost transparent background. Specimens from India
feature a nebulous interplay of light and shadow on a
background of beige-brown, green, orange, or brown.
These discreet colors, in connection with the fine
shimmer, make moonstone an ideal gemstone for
jewelry with a sensual, feminine aura. White
moonstone has a soft white sheen and of all these
stones looks the most like the moon, recalling the
shimmering glow of the full moon in a clear sky.
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symbol of love. In Arabic countries, women often wear
moonstones sewn out of sight into their garments, for
in their cultures the moonstone is a symbol of fertility.
Moonstone is also known as the traveler's stone for the
protection it affords, especially at night, and, because
of its uplifting quality of hope, has long been worn as a
talisman to enhance the personality.

Dragonfly woman corsage ornament made of gold, enamel,
chrysoprase, moonstones, and diamonds, designed by René
Lalique, 1897–98; in the Gulbenkian Museum, Lisbon

In crystal healing, moonstone helps balance the
hormones during the menstrual cycle, and also assists
during time of major hormonal change such as puberty
or menopause. Wear over the heart to soothe the
emotions, enhance inner peace and tranquility, balance
feminine energy, and harmonize the hormones.
Moonstone has a long history of use in jewelry, from
India and the Far East to the Celtic peoples of Europe.
It is has been set in silver or gold for centuries. The
Celts and Romans wore it set in rings, brooches, and
pendants. Some fine examples of ancient moonstone
jewelry can be seen in the British Museum.
This gemstone was very popular during the Art
Nouveau movement. Moonstone adorns a large
number of the jewelry creations by the French master
goldsmith René Lalique and his contemporaries. Today
these creations are mainly found in museums and
other collections.
For generations, the moonstone has been believed to
be a powerful talisman of many qualities, associated
with encouraging love, bringing good fortune, aiding
introspection and enhancing protection for the
journeying traveler.
Since earliest times, moonstone has been a tangible
connection to the magic of the moon – an amulet of
protection for travelers, a gift of lovers for passion, a
channel for prophecy, and a path to wisdom. The
Romans admired moonstone, believing it was born
from solidified rays of the moon. In India, moonstones
are regarded as “dream stones” that bring the wearer
beautiful visions at night. Hindu tradition links this
stone to the divine feminine principle, and it is a

Interweave Offers Free Jewelry
Artist Podcasts
Experts share their successes and offer lessons they’ve
learned along the way. Listen in with host Katie
Hacker for tips, trends, advice on selling your jewelry,
using tools, shopping for jewelry making materials,
and how you can impact the environment in better
ways. Discover how this intimate accessory and
historic status symbol has brought people together and
apart, and how jewelry connects makers and wearers
today.
Four podcasts are currently available, on various
subjects and with various artists. To listen to the
podcasts, go to https://www.interweave.com/JewelryArtistPodcast/?utm_campaign=Interweave%20Jewelry%20%20Newsletters&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium
=email&utm_content=87883579&_hsenc=p2ANqtz_At1XvvzJXpFmb_kqOWQq5PnqwSOkICOmKBEjSr6Dd
dH5WwPpQyaGwiMkBkALzxa5nevFHQ_62oPGhSGX5RZ
mBTJYyQA&_hsmi=87883579.
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Donations Requested
Member Mary Ellen Merrigan is requesting donations of
necklaces, bracelets, and earrings to benefit the
charity Pursonalities Plus. You can donate new jewelry
that you’ve made. Or you can donate old or broken
jewelry you no longer want. Mary Ellen takes the old
and broken jewelry and makes new necklaces,
bracelets, and earrings! Thanks in advance for your
support.
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Keep in Your Thoughts
Pam Troutman, who will be undergoing additional eye
surgery for a cataract
Cindy Chavez, whose mother in law passed away from
the COVID-19 virus
Indea Sanchez, who was recently diagnosed with
cancer
Anita McSorley (VP of the ABQ Fiber Arts Council), who
was recently diagnosed with cancer
Teri Lawson, who is undergoing chemo and radiation
treatments for breast cancer

Announcing the Winners of the 2020
Saul Bell Design Award Competition
from Rio Grande Jewelry Supply

Mary Ellen Merrigan, whose husband is undergoing
cancer treatments
Pat Verrelle, whose husband continues to undergo
cancer treatments

The Saul Bell Design Award honors Rio Grande’s
founder, Saul Bell, by recognizing impeccable
craftsmanship and innovative design in jewelry and
hollowware. And as a new decade begins, the Saul
Bell Award celebrates 20 years.

Pat Sylvester, whose cancer has metastasized into her
lungs (the GoFundMe page started by The Beaded Iris
to help pay medical expenses is at
https://www.gofundme.com/f/pat-sylvester039scancer-treatment)

The entrants and judges who have shared their skills
and stretched their vision over the years have made
the Saul Bell Design Award one of the most soughtafter honors in our industry. Their generosity would
have delighted Saul, who made serving jewelers his
life’s work.

Santa Fe Bead Group and Carpooling

Rio Grande is humbled and excited to announce the
winners of the 2020 Saul Bell Design Award. We
applaud their talent and tenacity, and we invite you to
get to know your fellow jewelers.
Visit the Saul Bell Design Award website and revel in
their designs, be inspired by their journeys, and
discover what fueled their winning creations.
Congratulations to the winners of the 2020 Saul Bell
Design Award!

Best of Show: “Aberration”
by Thomas Dailing, Stevens Point, WI, USA

To see all the winners and finalists of the 2020 Saul
Bell Design Award competition, go to
http://www.saulbellaward.com/2020-winners-1.
The judges for this competition were Shelly Sergent,
Jeff Mathews, So Young Park, David Freda, Claudia
Kretchmer, Keri Ataumbi, Nancy Attaway, Alex Boyd,
Scott Bradford, and Ronda Coryell. To learn more
about the judges, go to
https://www.saulbellaward.com/2020-judges.

BSNM member Barbara Butcher (former owner of
Beading Heart of Santa Fe) is part of a beading group
that meets at the Southside Library in Santa Fe. She
is also wondering if any of our Santa Fe members are
interested in carpooling to BSNM meetings and events.
Please contact Barbara at tasunkanm@msn.com for
more details.

Get More Information
on the BSNM Website
 Classes: For classes taught by our business members
and other non-BSNM-sponsored classes,
go to
https://beadsocietyofnewmexico.wildapricot.org/page1859892 for dates, times, and descriptions.
To review class details and to register online, log in at
http://www.beadsocietynm.org/ with your email and
password and go to the event page
https://beadsocietyofnewmexico.wildapricot.org/event3401774.
Don’t know your password? Reset it here
https://www.beadsocietynm.org/Sys/ResetPasswordRequ
est.
 Craft Shows and Other Events: To see upcoming
shows that our members are involved in, go to the
Members Art Shows listing at
https://beadsocietyofnewmexico.wildapricot.org/page1859892). Also, if you have an art show you are
participating in, don't forget to send Teresa Kenyon (at
the BSNM Gmail address) the information and event link
so we can include your event.
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Whole Bead Virtual Show
on Facebook Live
Date: July 10 & 11, 2020
For the first time ever, The Whole Bead Show is going
virtual with a Facebook Live event. We will be
showcasing and selling beads, gemstones, and findings
from some of your favorite vendors. So far we have:
Abson Inc

Linda's Vintage

Ava Motherwell Collection

Michelle Ann McCarthy

Ayla’s Originals

Mystic Moon Beads

Back2Baed

Pacific Silverworks

Bead Goes On

Pam & Heather Wynn

Blacl Pearls of Polynesia

Patricia Healy

Bling! Bling!

Perfect Gem

Carson’s Cove

Priscilla Marban

Christina Roselle Handbags

Rocky's Designs

Clasmeyer Studios

Sandy Schor & Co

Eden Art Glass

Sarah Liron

Esther Beadwork

Shawn Tucker Designs

Fantasy Beads

Soul Rebel Jewelry

Fiberandbeads

Super Time International

Glass by Tammy Rae

Ta Pearls

Hands of the Hills

Tangible Light Studio

Hannah Rosner

Tracey Donoughe

Jesse James Beads

Tribalinks

Just Bead It

Wild Things Beads

This event is free to all bead buyers but you must
register. See you there! :)
To register for free, go to https://wholebead.com/ and
click on “Registration” under “Whole Bead Virtual.”
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Support Your Local Bead Stores
Be sure to show your 2020 BSNM membership card to get
your discount. Please call store for current days/
hours due to COVID-19 closures/reopenings.
A Few of My Favorite Beads
10137 Edith Blvd NE, Albuquerque
505-974-1645
Store Hours: Mon-Tues: Closed; Wed 9am to 6pm;
Thurs-Fri: Closed; Sat-Sun 9am to 6pm
No additional discount for BSNM members
Baskets of Africa
1714 Eubank NE, Albuquerque
505-323-2315
Store Hours: Mon-Fri 10am to 3pm
15% discount for BSNM members
The Beaded Iris
1512-F Wyoming, Albuquerque
505-299-1856
Store Hours: Mon-Thurs 10am to 5:30pm; Fri: 10am to
5pm; Sat 10am to 4pm; Sun 11:30am to 3:30pm
10% discount for BSNM members
Gypsy Raven Studio
117 W. Broadway, Mountainair, NM
505-847-2394
Mama’s Minerals
800 20th Street NW, Suite B, Albuquerque
505-266-8443
Store Hours: Mon-Fri 9am to 7pm; Sat 10am to 6pm;
Sun 11am to 5:30pm
15% discount for BSNM members
100 East San Francisco St., La Fonda Hotel, Santa Fe
505-988-1651
Store Hours: Mon-Sat 10am to 6pm; Sun 10am to 5pm
15% discount for BSNM members
Soft Flex
www.SoftFlexCompany.com
1-866-925-3539
No minimum order; U.S. orders $50+ ship free
Stone Mountain Bead Gallery
4008 Central Ave. SE, Albuquerque
505-260-1121
Store Hours: Mon-Sat: 11am to 6pm; Sun 12:30pm to
4:30pm
20% discount for BSNM members

We feel hopeful and positive that we will be able to
have our Denver, New York Fall and Oakland shows
this fall. Stay healthy and stay safe and hopefully we
will see you this fall. Thank you for your patience,
understanding, and, most of all, your support.
•
Denver still as scheduled for September 17 - 20,
2020
•
New York Fall is still as schedule for October 15 18, 2020
•
Oakland is still as schedule for November 7 & 8,
2020
Please visit www.wholebead.com for our fall 2020 and
spring 2021 show info. Much love to you all
Ava Motherwell

Thomason Stone Supply
4100 Menaul Blvd. NE, Albuquerque
505-268-9934
Store Hours: Mon-Sati 9am to 5pm
10% discount for BSNM members
New Mexico Bead and Fetish
401 Romero St. NW, Old Town Albuquerque
505-243-2600
Store Hours: Mon-Sat 10am to 6pm; Sun 11am to 5pm
10% discount for BSNM members
Beadweaver of Santa Fe
503 Old Santa Fe Trail, Santa Fe
505-955-1600
Store Hours: Mon-Sat 10am to 5:30pm
10% discount for BSNM members
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June 2020

11

BSNM Charity for 2020:
Toolbox Initiative

BSNM Charity for 2020:
Operation Christmas Child

Toolbox Initiative was the result of experiences that
Matthieu Cheminée and Tim McCreight had in 2013
when they were visiting Senegal in West Africa. They
met many jewelers there—a first for Tim, but an
ongoing engagement for Matthieu. Without fail, the
jewelers they met were friendly, generous, and highly
skilled. In every workshop they visited, jewelers of all
ages made elegant objects using only a few simple
tools. When Tim and Matthieu returned home, they
created a program called the Toolbox Initiative to
funnel donated tools and metal to jewelers in the
region. Rio Grande Jewelry Supply offered to help in
this effort.

Operation Christmas Child is a project of Samaritan’s
Purse, an international relief organization. Their
mission is to provide local partners around the world
with shoeboxes filled with small toys, hygiene items,
and school supplies as a means of reaching out to
children in their own communities with the Good News
of Jesus Christ. They ship these simple gifts outside
the United States to children affected by war, poverty,
natural disaster, famine, and disease; and to children
living on Native American reservations in the U.S.

Any donation is a generous gift to friends who share
our passion for metalsmithing and will make the world
a kinder and smaller place, one jeweler to another.

Modibo Ballo stamping on a forged bracelet. He holds the
next punch handy in his mouth. Note the modified hammer.

Rio Grande is an official drop off location and ships
donated items to Toolbox Initiative at no cost to them.
If you’re interested in making a donation, we will help
get it to Africa. While any tools are greatly
appreciated, here is a partial list of tools that are in
high demand:
•
shears/snips
•
pliers of all kinds
•
files of all kinds
•
soldering tweezers
•
draw tongs
•
drawplates
•
pin vises
•
sawframes
•
sawblades
•
hammers of all kinds
•
punches of all kinds
Cash donations are also deeply appreciated. Cash
allows for purchase of their primary need: fine silver
grain. You can check the history of Toolbox Initiative
efforts and see the latest updates on
www.toolboxinitiative.org.
BSNM is currently collecting tools for the Toolbox
Initiative charity. We had our first donations at the
February 24th annual swap meet.

BSNM member Liz Sands has making earrings because
they are special and can easily fit in the boxes, leaving
lots of room in each box for other things — usually
toys, toothbrushes, underwear, socks, hair pieces,
small deflated soccer balls, etc.
BSNM will be helping Liz make earrings to go in the
shoeboxes. We will also be donating seed beads to
make up jewelry kits to go in the boxes.

Samaritan’s Purse and Operation Christmas Child seek
to demonstrate God’s love in a tangible way through
each shoebox gift. One of our core values is to never
be manipulative. We work in and through local
volunteers in each country that understand their
context and are respectful to the people they serve. At
the same time, we do seek to share the Gospel
wherever we go, which can be challenging at times. In
some regions, we are not permitted to distribute
literature, but we are still grateful for the opportunity
to bless the children with gift boxes carefully prepared
by people who love children. Boys and girls do not
have to do or say anything to receive their gifts.
For over 40 years, Samaritan’s Purse has aided the
world’s poor, sick, and suffering. Samaritan’s Purse is
a nondenominational evangelical Christian organization
providing spiritual and physical aid to hurting people
around the world.
To learn more about this charity, go to
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/what-wedo/operation-christmas-child/.
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Museum of Beadwork Challenge
In 1998 and again in 2000, Caravan Beads sponsored
a juried beading contest titled the International Miyuki
Delica Challenge. As a kick-off event, we will be
teaming up with Miyuki Co., Ltd. and Caravan Beads to
bring you the first Museum of Beadwork Challenge.
In addition to prizes, selected entries will be invited to
join the opening exhibition for the Museum in 2021.
Applications and up to 10 photos of your finished piece
should be sent to: director@museumofbeadwork.org
with the subject line of: MOB Challenge application.
You will receive an email confirmation within 5 days.
The Museum of Beadwork (MOB) Challenge will
have 5 categories:
Sculpture – Free-standing 3-dimensional pieces.
Tapestry – Hanging/wall pieces, or framed work
generally 2-dimensional.
Clothing – Embroidered or constructed garments.
Accessories – Purses, shoes, masks, etc.
Jewelry - Body adornment other than clothing or
accessory items.
Requirements:
•
All entries must evoke the challenge theme for this
year: Wings & Stings: Exploring the World of
Beaded Bugs. This year’s theme is insects;
actual representations, larger than life, inspiration
from, or any other interpretation you can envision.
The Museum of Beadwork is researching the
history of collections & museums by delving into
the world of entomology. So start buzzing with
creativity and bring forth your swarm of ideas!
•
One entry per person. Entries must be made by a
single person, no group entries allowed.
•
All entries must be of original design, and winning
designs from another jewelry contest may not be
submitted.
•
Any beading technique or combination of
techniques may be used.
•
All entries must be comprised primarily of
Miyuki beads (75% or higher). Any Miyuki
beads are acceptable, not just Delica beads. If you
are unsure about the beads you have, contact your
supplier or Caravan Beads for help.
•
This is an international competition; entries from
all countries are encouraged.
•
There is no size limitation for this competition.
Just remember that if your entry is chosen you will
be expected to cover the shipping to and from
Portland, Maine.
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The initial judging is based on digital images. Each
entry can submit up to 10 images.
•
The selected entrants from this initial round will be
required to send in or deliver their completed
pieces in order to be considered for the final
judging.
•
If your entry requires special display fixtures you
are expected to send those as well, along with
clear and simple instructions for display. If you
have questions about special display needs, please
contact us directly.
•
Selected entries will be invited to exhibit in the
Grand Opening of the Museum of Beadwork.
•
All applications, entrance fees, and photos
must be received no later than midnight on
6/15/2020.
Prizes:
Grand prize – $500 cash prize plus $500 Caravan
Beads Gift Certificate
Best of category (5 prizes, one in each category) –
$300 Caravan Beads Gift Certificate
Judges Choice (1 from each guest judge from any
category) – $150 Caravan Beads Gift Certificate
People’s choice (This award will be given after the
opening of the Exhibition as it will be chosen by votes
from the Grand Opening Gala and museum attendees)
– $150 Caravan Beads Gift Certificate
Judges’ decisions are final. Entries will be
judged on:
•
Overall visual presence
•
Craftsmanship
•
Difficulty
•
Use of beads
•
Originality/creativity
•
Connection to the theme
•
The judges will be announced by May 2020.
•
All entrants will be informed via email whether
they have been selected for the final round of
judging or not.
•
If you are selected for the final round you will also
receive email notification with details on how to
proceed.
For additional details and to download the application
and pay the entry fee, go to
https://www.museumofbeadwork.org/pages/museumof-beadwork-challenge
•
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1st Annual Interweave Jewelry, Bead
and Gem Arts Awards
presented by Lapidary Journal Jewelry Artist and
Beadwork magazines
This is your chance to gain recognition and prestige for
your work related to any of the jewelry arts, so show us
your best! Top winners of the 2020 competition will be
awarded cash prizes. Winners and honorable mentions
will receive magazine subscriptions, and will appear in
print, online, or both.

Deadlines & Fees

Early Bird Deadline: 6/1/2020
Early Bird Fees: Entries received by midnight EDT
6/1/2020 require a fee of $30
Deadline: 7/1/2020
Fees: Entries received by midnight EDT 7/1/2020 require
a fee of $35

Prizes

1 Grand Prize Winner will receive:
•
$1000 in cash
•
A 1-year subscription to the magazine publication
of his/her choice: Lapidary Journal Jewelry Artist
or Beadwork
4 Division Winners will receive:
•
$250 in cash
•
A 1-year subscription to the magazine publication
of their choice: Lapidary Journal Jewelry Artist or
Beadwork
10 Honorable Mention Winners will receive:
•
A 1-year subscription to the magazine publication
of their choice: Lapidary Journal Jewelry Artist or
Beadwork

Divisions

Jewelry, Non-bead, that may be worn on any part of the
body that is not primarily bead jewelry. Pendant parts
may hang from beads and beads may be incorporated
with other components, but pieces must be primarily nonbead jewelry.
Beads, including individual focal beads and bead jewelry
that may be worn on any part of the body. Other items
may be incorporated, but pieces must be primarily bead
jewelry.
Gems for jewelry or collector use, including
composites, using any gem cutting technique or
combination of techniques.
Non-jewelry or Non-jewelry-use Objects, including
functional and non-functional pieces, made with jewelrymaking techniques including but not limited to
metalsmithing, beading, and gem cutting.
A select number of additional winners may be chosen for
publication in our magazines

Rules & Guidelines

Open to any jewelry designer/maker, bead
designer/maker, or gem designer/lapidary. Entries must
be submitted here by the designer/maker or lapidary, or
in cases of collaborative work, the principal
designer/maker or lapidary.
Designs: Must be original and executed.
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Media: Any medium or combination of media is
acceptable.
Criteria: Visual Appeal and Impact; Originality;
Execution; for Jewelry only: Wearability.
Selection: The editors of Lapidary Journal Jewelry Artist
and Beadwork will review all submissions and make final
selections based on the criteria specified as well as the
suitability of the images for publication.
Judging is based on photography, so please, do your
work justice and capture all the boldness and subtlety in
your jewelry or other piece – don’t snap underexposed,
low-resolution pics that are askew. Spend some time
achieving the best photo results you can. A poorly shot
photo will make a poor reproduction in print and will make
it difficult to judge your work properly.
Entries: Each entry must represent one piece of jewelry
or one gem or one multiple-piece set or suite. You may
submit as many entries as you wish, but each piece, set,
or suite must be submitted as a separate entry.
Entries must be submitted as high-resolution, digital
images. If possible, we recommend having a professional
photographer skilled in jewelry photography shoot your
artwork. If you use a professional photographer, you are
responsible for obtaining the proper legal releases and
permissions for the photography to be printed in a book
and to be used in marketing materials.
Images should show the complete work, face-up. Up to
two additional images may show the work from other
perspectives to show how else it may appear when worn,
functionality, or other aspects of execution. Work should
appear on a simple background of white, black, or gray,
seamless paper, with the work centered in the frame.
Photos should be in focus and well-lit, with balanced light
(no color casts).
Image requirements for entries: JPG files (Please try to
keep the file size under 5 MB to ensure proper uploading).
When entering online, the viewing screen & thumbnail
which you will see during the entry process is for general
reference only and does not reflect the image quality that
will be viewed by jurors.
The file that you attach is exactly as it will appear to the
jurors.
All entrants should be prepared to be able to send a highresolution print-quality replacement file should their entry
be among those selected as a winner. For publication in
our magazines, these files should be 300 dpi when saved
at approximately 8×10 inches (2400×3600 pixels),
ideally, and 5×7 inches (1500×2100 pixels) at minimum.
Winners will be notified by email no later than August 31,
2020
For complete information and to submit entries, go to
https://www.interweave.com/jewelry-beadingcompetitions/?utm_source=Selligent&utm_medium=email
&utm_campaign=bd-jra-comp-191219Competition&utm_content=bd-jra-comp-191219Competition&utm_term=_&M_BT=87935389022
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Procedure for Submitting Articles for Publication
Producing a quality monthly publication as well as maintaining an up-to-date website and Facebook page is not an
easy task. We have three people who work hard to ensure that our members have the most timely and accurate
information possible. But these tasks take lots of time and can’t be done properly without the assistance of our
members. Please remember to follow these procedures when submitting information to be shared with the general
membership:


Send all information to beadsocietynm@gmail.com



Please send just one topic per email and be sure to include the topic in the subject line and indicate that the
topic is for publication.



Do not send articles or information as a response to another email; send a new, separate email.



Be sure that any photos, artwork, etc., you send is print-ready in a format that can easily be downloaded and
copied – preferably as an attachment (jpg, tif, or png, or incorporated into a Word doc).



Please send complete information. The members of the Communications Committee are not mind readers.
Please provide full names of persons, full addresses and contact information, dates and times, etc.



Information to be included in the monthly publication, either the Newsletter or Bead Blast, MUST be received
no later than the 20th of the prior month. Information received after that date will be shared via social media
and on the BSNM website, and used for the following month’s publication if appropriate.

2020 Board of Directors
The Board of Directors meets on the second Monday of the month from 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm at the North Domingo
Baca Multigenerational Center.
All members are welcome to attend.
President
First Vice President - Special Events and Workshops
Second Vice President – Programs
Treasurer
Secretary
Membership Chair
Newsletter Editor
Volunteer Coordinator
Member-at-Large
Past President
Webmaster
Social Media Manager
Photographer
Historian
Meeting Coordinator
Membership Recruiter
Fiber Arts Council Representative
Fiber Arts Education Committee Representative

Pat Verrelle
Claire Sweeney
Deb Cole
Indea Sanchez
Barbara Rosen
Jill Bartel
Fran Hahn

Teresa Kenyon
Pam Troutman
Susan Hostettler
Elizabeth (Liz) Reisinger
Jamie Welles
Elizabeth (Liz) Reisinger

