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The mission of this newsletter is to inform our members of the activities, events, and classes in the
local beading community and to provide a forum where members can share beading knowledge and
techniques.
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This newsletter welcomes new
ideas from members and solicits
articles and items of interest. Any
special events taking place in your
life (birthdays, anniversaries,
condolences needed, new job,
moving, births, weddings, awards,
trips, transitions, etc.)?
All manuscripts are subject to
editing. The editor does not
assume responsibility for the
accuracy of information contained
in the articles received.
Please send all contributions for
the newsletter to the editor in care
of the Bead Society of New
Mexico.

The BSNM Board of Directors is still taking a proactive position against the
COVID-19, we are doing social distancing and self-isolating! Therefore, the
Wed., April 1st, Bead Time class at North Domingo Baca and the BSNM field trip on
Sat., April 11th to the Turquoise Museum have been cancelled. The April 27th general
membership meeting at North Domingo Baca has also been cancelled. For now, the
field trip to the Turquoise Museum has been moved to our July 2020 trip program and
the date will be determined according to the COVID-19 circumstances. Events
scheduled for May are still on the calendar (although that could change).
We understand how dangerous the COVID-19 virus is, and these circumstances have
prevented our BSNM membership from meeting in person. However, the good news
is that it certainly has not prevented us from beading, stranding, silver and
metal working, and completing unfinished projects. There are many more skills
and crafts that are being accomplished by our members, so I am asking you to send us
photos of what you are working on and what you have completed as we would love to
see them. Send your photos of what you are working on, your completed projects, and
your suggestions you would like to share with the BSNM email at
beadsocietynm@gmail.com so we can share them on our website and Facebook page.
We want to hear from you.
Now on to some very positive BSNM information: The bead estate sale held
for the New Mexico Boys and Girls Ranch on Sat., March 7th, 2020, was a
fabulous success thanks to the waves and waves of BSNM members and friends that
rushed to the sale. A really big thank you goes out to Dawn Goodrum of The Ranches,
Betty from Thomason’s Stone Supply, and especially your talented and devoted Board
members: Pat Verrelle, Claire Sweeney, Deb Cole, Barbara Rosen, Jill Bartel, Elizabeth
Reisinger, and Pam Troutman. (They donated over 180 hours preparing all the items
for the estate sale.) We truly enjoyed this labor of love for the New Mexico Boys and
Girls Ranch and you.
Dannelle Garcia-Grundlach, owner of The Beaded Iris, is taking phone orders
at 505-299-1856. Call The Beaded Iris and leave a message. Dannelle will call you
back and you can give her your order, along with your credit card number/cash, and
she will either mail you your order or you can pick up your bead order at curbside
delivery when you call the store and make prior arrangements. Dannelle wants to stay
in business during these trying times and into the future. You can also buy gift
certificates by phone. Your suggestions are welcome!
Since The Whole Bead Show in Santa Fe was cancelled in March, owner Ava
Motherwell contacted the BSNM and has waived her $300 minimum on
purchases. You may schedule a virtual appointment to buy via FaceTime or Zoom by
emailing her at avamotherwell@aol.com or sending a text to 530-265-2725. You may
purchase retail or wholesale from www.avamotherwell.com. Virtually see The
Whole Bead Show!
Stay Calm and Bead On!
Pat Verrelle, BSNM President, beadsocietynm@gmail.com, 505-980-6401
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Upcoming Events
April 1

cancelled

Bead Time

Cancelled – this class will be rescheduled for a later date

Wednesday, April 1, 2020 6:00 pm to 8:30 pm
North Domingo Baca Multigenerational Center
Class fee is $35 with a kit fee of $15 (total of $50). Kit includes everything
needed to make a finished necklace.
Class is limited to 15 students.
Indea Sanchez will teach stringing and three-strand necklace techniques using
stone, glass, and metal beads and chain. Kits will have serpentine, red jasper,
quartz, etc., to choose from. A variety of gemstones are available in addition to the
kits. Necklace is finished with a toggle clasp.

Students are encouraged to bring some stash beads they’ve wanted to use and Indea will help
them incorporate those into their necklace.
FridaySaturday,
April 3-4
cancelled

Fiber Arts Spring Show 2020

Friday and Saturday, April 3-4, 2020
Albuquerque Garden Center, 10120 Lomas Blvd. NE
The Albuquerque Fiber Arts Council has cancelled this show due to the coronavirus pandemic and the
need for social distancing.

The Council is hoping to use the submitted photos of artwork to provide an online show on their
website, https://www.fiberartsfiesta.org.
Saturday,
April 11
cancelled

Field Trip to Turquoise Museum and Cafe

Cancelled – we plan to reschedule this trip for July 2020

Saturday, April 11, 2020
10:00 am
400 2nd Street NW, Albuquerque, NM 87102
Visit this hidden gem now located in the old Gertrude Zachery mansion during a special guided tour just
for BSNM. Meet at the museum at 10:00 am; tour begins at 10:30 am. Yes, you may invite a friend.

Please RSVP at beadsocietynm@gmail.com or call Pat Verrelle at 505-980-6401. If you are
interested in carpooling to this event, contact Pat Verrelle or Claire Sweeney at 845-729-444.

Board Meeting

April 14

cancelled

Tuesday, April 14, 2020 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm
Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church, 8600 Academy Road NE
This meeting has been cancelled due to the coronavirus pandemic and the need for social distancing.

General Meeting

April 27

cancelled

Cancelled – these speakers may be rescheduled for a later date

Monday, April 27, 2020 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm
(set-up, social time, and buying raffle tickets beginning at 6:00 pm)
North Domingo Baca Multigenerational Center
Two speakers!
Carey McDonald, of Care Designs, is a jewelry designer and multi-media artist. She will give a
presentation on her beadwork. Carey recently began selling her beaded flower lariat necklaces at the
Albuquerque Museum (formerly the Albuquerque Museum of Art and History).
Molly Bell, executive vice president of Rio Grande Jewelry Supply, will give a presentation on Toolbox
Initiative – a program to funnel donated tools and metal to jewelers in Senegal in West Africa.

April 1 – April Fool’s Day. In France, April Fool’s
Day is celebrated with fish: chocolate, pastry fish,
paper fish—Poissons D’Avril. Use fish-shaped beads to
make a fun necklace or earrings today.

It is health that is real wealth
and not pieces of gold and silver.
— Mahatma Gandhi
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Reminder to Board Members

Successful Bead Sale

Board meetings are still currently scheduled.
However, this may change if the governor issues new/
continued restrictions on April 10th. Also, the Heights
Cumberland Presbyterian Church is closed to meetings
until after Easter, Sunday, April 12, 2020.

Thanks to everyone who came to the bead sale on
Saturday, March 7th. You helped make the sale a big
success and raised money to support New Mexico Boys
and Girls Ranch.

For 2020, the BSNM Board will meet on the
second Tuesday of each month at the Heights
Cumberland Presbyterian Church on the corner of
Academy and Moon, not at North Domingo Baca
Multigenerational Center.
This change is due to the unavailability and expense of
using North Domingo Baca this year.

Board Members Needed
The 2020 BSNM Board still needs the following positions
to function at its best:

Lots of good stuff for sale!

2nd Vice President-Programs – Plan and arrange
programs for the general meetings and for each Bead
Time session
Secretary – Record proceedings of the Board
meetings; send minutes to board members in a timely
fashion.
Membership Recruiter – Visit bead stores, shows,
and events for the purpose of recruiting new
members
Member-at-Large – Be responsible for representing
the suggestions and concerns of the general
membership to the Board
Photographer – Take photographs at meetings and
events, including all contest entries and winners;
provide photos to Webmaster, Social Media Manager,
and Newsletter Editor for publication
Board members are expected to attend the Board
meetings once a month, as well as performing their duties
as listed in the BSNM Bylaws. Please consider which of
these positions best suits your abilities and your time.
Contact any Board member or email us at
beadsocietynm@gmail.com if you would like to join the
Board.

The crowd of bead lovers dug through containers
of beads and findings.

Barbara Rosen congratulates new member
Christine Fearfield on joining BSNM.
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Bead-Related Closures
As of March 23, 2020, all non-essential stores have
been ordered to close until April 10, 2020.
Unfortunately for us, the governor does not consider
bead, craft, fabric, thrift, and book stores as
“essential.”  Of course, if you are a creative person
(as we all are), making art is as essential as eating.
Hang in there. This, too, shall pass.
As of March 28, 2020, President Trump has extended
the social distancing mandate (staying at home and if
you have to go out, keeping at least 6 feet from other
people) until April 30. New Mexico Governor Michelle
Lujan Grisham’s restrictions are in place until
April 10th. On March 31 the governor indicated that
she would extend the restrictions until the end of April,
and possibly longer. Unfortunately, we don’t make the
timeline, the virus makes the timeline. Please watch
your local news, as well as emails from BSNM, for
further developments.
The Beaded Iris: Dannelle Garcia-Grundlach is
taking phone orders at 505-299-1856. Call The
Beaded Iris and leave a message. Dannelle will call
you back and you can give her your order, along with
your credit card number/cash, and she will either mail
your order or you can pick up your bead order at
curbside delivery when you call the store and make
prior arrangements.
Mama’s Minerals: They are hosting ongoing live
classes on our Mama's Minerals Facebook page. Follow
them on Instagram @MamasMinerals, Facebook, or
Twitter for class announcements. Live classes will be
posted on Facebook and YouTube for “anytime”
viewing.
They are also hosting ongoing live and silent online
auctions from Mama’s Minerals Instagram page and
Mama's Minerals Facebook page.
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Interweave Creative Community
email from Tiffany Warble, Director of Content, Interweave;
March 23, 2020

Social distancing and working from home isn’t a
foreign concept to many, we often call it studio time.
But these are unusual times, and where we were
relying on our community in person we’re now working
together from a distance. This crazy and stressful
change comes with new challenges, so here are some
ways you can de-stress, practice self-care, and stay
creative in these special circumstances:
•
Do something you enjoy. Do that craft project you
have been wanting to start. Watch that show you
haven’t had time to enjoy. Read or listen to a
book. Find something you love and do it.
•
Dust off a UFO (unfinished object). Sometimes
starting with a blank slate can be hard, so instead
dig out one of those unfinished projects from your
stash. It’s amazing what a few rows, stitches, and
progress can do.
•
Try it out. There’s no better time to learn a new
technique, sign up for an online course, or start
that project you’ve been saving for “someday.” It
will help keep your mind active and your creativity
engaged.
•
Remember you are not alone! There is a big world
out there and we are doing this together. If you
need help reach out on any of our social
communities or visit
https://www.interweave.com/?utm_source=hs_em
ail&utm_medium=email&utm_content=85129670&
_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8EUDmq_HANtU7MHkCiJxoEHl6BfvW_qEtpfGvNQIg750AaGN3kuipfk9RqnZJHVX73
RBYR8dOUKlozLiBeSrmTGiyjg&_hsmi=85129670
for ideas and to engage with others.

If you can't go to them, they’re coming to you!!
Santa Fe Jewelers Supply: They are able to fill your
orders over the phone to be shipped, delivered, or
picked up curbside at the warehouse door. Their hours
of operation will remain 8:30 am to 5:30 pm for the
time being. Deliveries will be offered daily. Orders
can be called into 505-988-9157 or placed for “Will
Call” on our website at www.sfjs.net.
Michaels: Buy online and pick up curbside. The store
at 4410 Wyoming Blvd NE has curbside pickup only; no
in-store purchases. While supplies last. No
rainchecks.
Hobby Lobby: Order from their website (over 70,000
items available) and have it shipped to your house.
Due to current volume, some online orders are
delayed. They are working to ship as quickly as
possible.

How-to Videos on YouTube
Bead Haven (a bead store in Frankenmuth, Michigan)
has new YouTube videos. Search for “Bead Haven” on
YouTube to find them!
You can also just search for “bead” on YouTube for
other how-to and informational videos.

Keep Calm and Bead On
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Upcoming Happenings at Treasures
of the Gypsy/Gypsy Raven
Gallery/Studio
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gallery will have lots of new treasures but the fabrics
and embellishments will be at Treasures of the Gypsy,
again only open for Open Houses by invitation and for
private groups by appointment.
Here is a small sample of new items at Gypsy Raven,
including Dia de Muertos and Frida Kahlo fabrics.

111 W. Broadway, Mountainair, NM 87036
phone: 505-847-0963, email: gypsytreasures@cs.com
Contact Gypsy Raven to confirm that the
following events are stilling happening due to the
current coronavirus restrictions in New Mexico.
Spring is just around the corner and we have so many
great things coming up we wanted to be sure and keep
you posted! Any excuse to gather and have friends
visit is a good one. Below are some of the upcoming
events to mark your calendars:
•
Open House (by invite only): April 29, 2020,
10am - 4pm
•
Spirit Dancer Workshop: May 7, 2020, 10am 5pm
•
Open House (by invite only): September 9,
2020, 10am - 4pm
•
Potion Box Workshop: September 23, 2020,
10am - 5pm

Pamela's Booth at Antiques & Things: Pamela has
booth #22 at the Antiques & Things antique mall
located at 4710 Central Ave. SE, Albuquerque, NM
87108 (Nob Hill area). It is a small booth full of
collectibles and objects from around the world –
textiles and more!

More information on all of these will be sent out closer
to the dates as a reminder as well. We had such a
great response to our "A Few of My Favorite Things"
workshop that we will be scheduling another one
sometime in October 2020.
Pamela has two location offerings - Gypsy Raven
Gallery/Studio - which is a retail gallery chock full of
unique items from around the world, work by local
artists, and many one of a kind items. Unique items
including jewelry, clothing, dolls, pottery, bags, wall
hangings and more are available. Gypsy Raven
Gallery/Studio is only open to the public most
Saturdays from 10am to 3pm.
Down the street from the Gallery is Treasures of the
Gypsy, which houses custom designed fabrics, notions,
embellishments, unique beads, and other
accoutrements, as well as an incredible art doll
collection. Treasures of the Gypsy is only open by
appointment for groups or during Open House events.
In addition to events planned we have many new items
arriving for both the Gallery and Treasures of the
Gypsy. We just received a huge shipment from India
with an array of goodies from meters and meters of
new fabrics to all kinds of adornments, trims,
embellishments, appliques and many treasures. The

This day is dedicated to Mother Earth. Try your
hand at making homemade clay beads. Or string
a necklace of stone nuggets, clay beads, twigs,
seed pods, fruit pits, etc., to create the proper
“earthy” look. Or make a “recycled” necklace
from found objects.
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Gem of the Month – Rock Crystal
Rock (or clear) crystal is the clear, colorless variety of
quartz, valued for its clarity and total lack of color or
flaws. It is widely used as a popular ornamental stone
and is also used as a gemstone. Although it is one of
the least expensive gemstones, cut rock crystal has
been used as imitation diamonds. Of course, rock
crystal lacks the fire, color, and the rarity to be ranked
as a fine precious gemstone. None the less, rock
crystal is widely used as a gemstone due to its beauty,
affordability, availability, and ease of cutting.
The largest use for rock crystal is in ornamental
carvings. The most well-known of these ornamental
carvings is the crystal ball of fortune telling fame.
While rock crystal is common, it is hard to find large
crystals with the clarity and size required for crystal
balls. Other carvings include pyramids, obelisks,
figurines, eggs, bowls, and wands. There are many
fine chandeliers that are outfitted with rock crystal
ornaments.
For centuries, ancient peoples believed that the clear
crystals were permanently frozen ice. Quartz’s high
thermo-conductivity, which makes it feel cool to the
touch, may have added to this belief. Regardless of
what these early civilizations may have believed,
historical records show the use of rock crystal for
decoration and jewelry for at least 4,000 years. And
tools and weapons were made from rock crystal long
before it was used for adornment.
Rock crystal is formed of the two most abundant
minerals on earth: silicon and oxygen. Quartz (silicon
dioxide) is found in abundance all over the world. It
can take many forms, from large six-sided crystals
with defined faceted ends called terminations to
intricate clusters of fine needlelike points.
Metaphysical uses for rock crystal include using the
raw crystal in jewelry, personal power and healing
devices, and as charms. In crystal healing, clear
quartz is used to cleanse, focus, and amplify energy
levels in the body. As a cleansing tool, it clears
impurities and psychic debris from the energy field that
permeates the human body. Clear quartz realigns and
refocuses the body, mind, and spirit toward clear
goals.
Rock crystal, or clear quartz, can be found worldwide.
However, some of the best sources are in Brazil,
Madagascar, and the United States – particularly
Herkimer diamonds found in New York.
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Herkimer diamonds are not actually diamonds, but
double-terminated quartz crystals discovered within
exposed outcrops of dolomite in and around Herkimer
County, New York and the Mohawk River Valley. The
“diamond” in their name is due to both their clarity and
natural faceting - crystals possess double termination
points and 18 total faces (six on each point, six around
the center). Because the first discovery sites were in
the village of Middleville and in the city of Little Falls,
respectively, the crystal is also known as a Middleville
diamond or a Little Falls diamond.
Herkimer diamonds became widely recognized after
workmen discovered them in large quantities while
cutting into the Mohawk River Valley dolomite in the
late 18th century. Geologists discovered exposed
dolomite in Herkimer County outcroppings and began
mining there, leading to the “Herkimer diamond”
moniker. Double-point quartz crystals may be found in
sites around the world, but only those mined in
Herkimer County can be given this name.

Watch and Read
Bead Stories Online
Hear the story of African Kazuri beads on YouTube
(The Kazuri Bead Story):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j8EQBTD8Ek4
Meet Ruth Luethy. This 90-year-old decided to replace
boredom with a hobby that would make an impact on
children all over the world. Watch as she talks about
making hundreds of beaded necklaces for Operation
Christmas Child to put in shoe boxes. On YouTube
(Bead by Bead: Ruth’s Story):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bEXoMjYzCDU
Bead for Life – The story of Ugandan woman making
beads from rolled-up paper and learning business and
entrepreneurial skills:
https://www.beadforlife.org/story/
The story of one woman’s experience meeting the
women of Bead for Life:
https://storywindow.com/performances/bead-for-life/
Ghanaian Beads – What’s Their Meaning and History?
(including krobo beads and recycled glass beads):
https://www.worldremit.com/en/stories/story/2019/10
/09/beads-ghana
A history of beads and their uses:
https://www.graceandangeline.com/pages/beadstories
The Great Bead Story: Beads are a Fashion Statement
and a Window to Cultures:
https://www.thehindu.com/society/history-andculture/the-great-bead-story/article29341513.ece

Herkimer diamond

No gold-digging for me; I take diamonds!
We may be off the gold standard someday.
— Mae West
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Beads on Film
Looking for something to entertain yourself or the
family during self-isolation? Rent or buy these movies

and no one will guess that you’re really watching them for
the beads and jewelry!
•

Autumn in New York
2000, starring Winona Ryder and Richard Gere
Check out the beaded curtain in her apartment.

•

Breakfast at Tiffany’s
1961, starring Audrey Hepburn and George Peppard
Jewelry at breakfast—what a way to start the day!

•

Cinderella
1950, Disney animation
Gus the mouse expresses the sentiments of most of
us when he exclaims “Beads!”

•

Diamonds Are Forever
1971, starring Sean Connery and Jill St. John
James Bond chases diamonds from Europe to Las
Vegas.

•

Desperately Seeking Susan
1985, starring Rosanna Arquette, Madonna, and Aidan
Quinn
Stolen Egyptian earrings and the jewelry trends of the
mid-1980s are among the highlights.

•

The First Wives Club
1996, starring Goldie Hawn, Bette Midler, and Diane
Keaton
Three women are bound together by friendship, love,
and pearl jewelry.

•

Gentlemen Prefer Blondes
1953, starring Marilyn Monroe and Jane Russell
Learn why diamonds are a girl’s best friend.

•

The Ghost and the Darkness
1996, starring Val Kilmer and Michael Douglas
Ethnic jewelry includes a lion’s tooth necklace, a bone
“witch doctor” pendant, and Masai beaded jewelry.

•

Moulin Rouge!
2001, starring Nicole Kidman and Ewan McGregor
The greatest thing you’ll ever learn is just to love and
be loved in return—but diamonds run a close second.

•

A Patch of Blue
1965, starring Sidney Poitier, Elizabeth Hartman, and
Shelley Winters
A blind young woman strings beads to earn money.

•

Pretty Woman
1990, starring Richard Gere and Julia Roberts
Every woman feels pretty in a ruby-and-diamond
necklace.

•

Romancing the Stone
1984, starring Kathleen Turner and Michael Douglas
Join the chase for an enormous emerald.

•

The Ten Commandments
1956, starring Charlton Heston and Yul Brynner
The Egyptian jewelry is great and check out what the
Ethiopians bring as tribute.

•

Thoroughly Modern Millie
1967, starring Julie Andrews and Mary Tyler Moore
Flapper beads are all the rage.
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A Bead Book for Troubled Times
Mindful Beads: 20 Inspiring Ideas for Stringing and
Personalizing Your Own Mala and Prayer Beads, plus
Their Meanings
by Alice Peck

Discover the stories and meanings behind 20 types of
beads, and learn how to instill your own beads with
significance, protection, and promise as you string
them.
Strings of beads are universal to all peoples and
beliefs. They’re given many names—mala, rosary,
misbahah, komboloi, prayer beads—but no matter the
culture or context, they’re a tangible symbol of
connection. Beads can tell a story, celebrate someone
or something we love, or help us work through a
difficulty. They can be made from a huge variety of
materials, but it’s not so much what beads you string
but why and how you string them that is important. In
Mindful Beads, Alice Peck reveals the meanings behind
20 different types of beads, from traditional Tibetan
malas to healing crystals, and Greek worry beads to
Christian rosaries. For each one, she strings her own
bracelet, mala, rosary, or necklace, giving it a
significance personal to her, and then explains how
you can do so for your own beads, suggesting ways to
meditate with and become connected to them. Some
beads are handmade and step-by-step artworks are
provided to explain how to make them, while a
resources section offers advice on sourcing storebought beads.
This 7.5” by 9.2” paperback book was published by
CICO Books in March 2018. It has 128 pages. List
price is $19.95 ($13.47 on Amazon).

[T]he diamond and other precious stones are
focuses of light, and essences of colour which
seem expressly created to ornament on a small
scale the human body with all the splendours
which adorn the universe on a large scale.
~ Charles Blanc,
Art in Ornament and Dress (1875)
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Bead History Book
Baubles, Buttons and Beads: The Heritage of Bohemia
by Sibylle Jargstorf
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Placitas Community Library
Call for Artists
Reaching Back/Looking Forward
Submissions begin - February 1, 2020

For 500 years, the world's greatest makers of costume
jewelry have hidden, anonymous, in the heart of
Europe: Gablonz, Bohemia (present day Jablonec in
the Czech Republic). This groundbreaking, beautiful
book exposes the jewels, craftsmanship, technological
development, and history of Bohemia. Almost
400 gorgeous color photographs illustrate the area's
artistry, its most significant designers and
manufacturers and their contributions to the art of
jewelry, button, and bead making. Bohemian glass
dynasties lasted for centuries, until the middle of the
20th century, when the entire community of Germanstock craftsmen was expelled from the area in the
turbulence of World War II. Though Gablonz will
forever feel the loss of these great craftsmen, their
artistry has been meticulously researched and
documented by Sibylle Jargstorf for this book.
Learn how “daring glass making pioneers” developed
revolutionary methods of production that opened up
new and unique product design possibilities. The glass
makers worked in close cooperation with the area’s
metal working craftsmen to realize their ideas. The
isolation of the industry from the markets of the goods
required the involvement of versatile and innovative
merchants to complete the supply chain. The glass
makers, metal workers and merchants joined forces in
a unique network that supported the worldwide
success of the industry.
Although an older book, it stands the test of time in
giving the reader a history of Czech glass beads. This
book is one in a series of three by Sibylle Jargstorf.
The other two books are Glass Beads from Europe and
Glass in Jewelry: Hidden Artistry in Glass.
This 8.8" x 11" paperback book was published by
Schiffer Publications Ltd. in January 1997. It has
176 pages. Price is $29.94 on Amazon.

"Splitting Image" by Patty Earle-Baron

Where does art come from? Certainly it is a reflection
of our here and now, but it is also fed by artists’ past
exposure to landscape and family and of art
experienced in museums and galleries and through
study.
The May 2020 exhibition aims to provide an
opportunity for artists to look back at the experiences
that have influenced their work and perhaps reconsider
new ways to use the past to inform the future.
Think memory, biography, autobiography, and
transitioning from the past to the future.
Responses in any medium are welcome
Submission Deadline: April 12, 2020 Submissions received past the deadline are subject to
space restrictions
Artwork/Exhibit Installation: Friday, May 1, 2020 at
11:00 am
Reception: Friday, May 15, 2020 from 5:00 pm to
7:00 pm
Exhibit Coordinator: Rebecca Cohen
Submission forms and detailed information can be
found on the PCL website:
http://placitaslibrary.com/library-activities/artexhibits/artist-exhibit-submission-form/
Address questions to the Art Committee at
PCL.art.committee@gmail.com
All March and April events at the Placitas Library
have been cancelled. The library will remain
closed through April 15. Please check their
website (https://placitaslibrary.com/) to
confirm when the library will reopen.

Stay Healthy, Stay Home
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Happy Birthday
Carmen Martinez – April 6
Sylvia Chao – April 29
Sandy Greenfield – April 30
If your birthday isn’t listed here, please let us know at
beadsocietynm@gmail.com so we can wish you a
Happy Birthday!

A Bead-aholic’s Prayer
Please grant me

9

Keep in Your Thoughts
Pam Troutman, who underwent surgery for a detached
retina
Anita McSorley (VP of the ABQ Fiber Arts Council), who
was recently diagnosed with cancer
Teri Lawson, who is undergoing chemo and radiation
treatments for breast cancer
Pat Verrelle, whose husband continues to undergo
cancer treatments and needs additional surgery
Pat Sylvester, whose cancer has metastasized into her
lungs (the GoFundMe page started by The Beaded Iris
to help pay medical expenses is at
https://www.gofundme.com/f/pat-sylvester039scancer-treatment)

Courage to stay only a few minutes in a bead store …
Strength to buy only what I, alone, can lift … and
Wisdom to tell the difference between plastic and
glass.
— originally presented by Pat Crawford
(member of the New Mexico Bead Society)
at a meeting in about 1997

Santa Fe Bead Group and Carpooling
BSNM member Barbara Butcher (former owner of
Beading Heart of Santa Fe) is part of a beading group
that meets at the Southside Library in Santa Fe. She
is also wondering if any of our Santa Fe members are
interested in carpooling to BSNM meetings and events.
Please contact Barbara at tasunkanm@msn.com for
more details.

Practice Being Grateful
Who knows what can or will happen with the
coronavirus pandemic? But we can look for the good
in our lives and not concentrate on the negative. Take
a deep breath. Everyday think about what you are
grateful/thankful for, no matter how small. You may
realize you have a great deal to be thankful for.

Get More Information
on the BSNM Website
 Classes: For classes taught by our business
members and other non-BSNM-sponsored classes,
go to
https://beadsocietyofnewmexico.wildapricot.org/page1859892 for dates, times, and descriptions.
To review class details and to register online, log in at
http://www.beadsocietynm.org/ with your email and
password and go to the event page
https://beadsocietyofnewmexico.wildapricot.org/event3401774.
Don’t know your password? Reset it here
https://www.beadsocietynm.org/Sys/ResetPasswordRe
quest.
 Craft Shows and Other Events: To see
upcoming shows that our members are involved in, go
to the Members Art Shows listing at
https://beadsocietyofnewmexico.wildapricot.org/page1859892). Also, if you have an art show you are
participating in, don't forget to send Teresa Kenyon (at
the BSNM Gmail address) the information and event
link so we can include your event.
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BSNM Charity for 2020:
Toolbox Initiative

BSNM Charity for 2020:
Operation Christmas Child

Toolbox Initiative was the result of experiences that
Matthieu Cheminée and Tim McCreight had in 2013
when they were visiting Senegal in West Africa. They
met many jewelers there—a first for Tim, but an
ongoing engagement for Matthieu. Without fail, the
jewelers they met were friendly, generous, and highly
skilled. In every workshop they visited, jewelers of all
ages made elegant objects using only a few simple
tools. When Tim and Matthieu returned home, they
created a program called the Toolbox Initiative to
funnel donated tools and metal to jewelers in the
region. Rio Grande Jewelry Supply offered to help in
this effort.

Operation Christmas Child is a project of Samaritan’s
Purse, an international relief organization. Their
mission is to provide local partners around the world
with shoeboxes filled with small toys, hygiene items,
and school supplies as a means of reaching out to
children in their own communities with the Good News
of Jesus Christ. They ship these simple gifts outside
the United States to children affected by war, poverty,
natural disaster, famine, and disease; and to children
living on Native American reservations in the U.S.

Any donation is a generous gift to friends who share
our passion for metalsmithing and will make the world
a kinder and smaller place, one jeweler to another.

Modibo Ballo stamping on a forged bracelet. He holds the
next punch handy in his mouth. Note the modified hammer.

Rio Grande is an official drop off location and ships
donated items to Toolbox Initiative at no cost to them.
If you’re interested in making a donation, we will help
get it to Africa. While any tools are greatly
appreciated, here is a partial list of tools that are in
high demand:
•
shears/snips
•
pliers of all kinds
•
files of all kinds
•
soldering tweezers
•
draw tongs
•
drawplates
•
pin vises
•
sawframes
•
sawblades
•
hammers of all kinds
•
punches of all kinds
Cash donations are also deeply appreciated. Cash
allows for purchase of their primary need: fine silver
grain. You can check the history of Toolbox Initiative
efforts and see the latest updates on
www.toolboxinitiative.org.
BSNM is currently collecting tools for the Toolbox
Initiative charity. We had our first donations at the
February 24th annual swap meet.

BSNM member Liz Sands has making earrings because
they are special and can easily fit in the boxes, leaving
lots of room in each box for other things — usually
toys, toothbrushes, underwear, socks, hair pieces,
small deflated soccer balls, etc.
BSNM will be helping Liz make earrings to go in the
shoeboxes. We will also be donating seed beads to
make up jewelry kits to go in the boxes.

Samaritan’s Purse and Operation Christmas Child seek
to demonstrate God’s love in a tangible way through
each shoebox gift. One of our core values is to never
be manipulative. We work in and through local
volunteers in each country that understand their
context and are respectful to the people they serve. At
the same time, we do seek to share the Gospel
wherever we go, which can be challenging at times. In
some regions, we are not permitted to distribute
literature, but we are still grateful for the opportunity
to bless the children with gift boxes carefully prepared
by people who love children. Boys and girls do not
have to do or say anything to receive their gifts.
For over 40 years, Samaritan’s Purse has aided the
world’s poor, sick, and suffering. Samaritan’s Purse is
a nondenominational evangelical Christian organization
providing spiritual and physical aid to hurting people
around the world.
To learn more about this charity, go to
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/what-wedo/operation-christmas-child/.
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Updated New Mexico COVID-19
Information
as of March 21, 2020,
from the New Mexico Governor’s website,
https://www.governor.state.nm.us/
The Department of Health has detected community
spread. The agency reports that given the infectious
nature of the virus it is likely other residents are
infected but yet to be tested or confirmed positive. To
that end, additional restrictions enacted by order
of the secretary of health Thursday are intended to
aggressively minimize person-to-person contact
and ensure spread is mitigated by social
distancing and isolation. Certain businesses are
mandated closed; others have been instructed to limit
operations. New Mexicans are strongly urged to limit
travel to only what is necessary for health, safety, and
welfare.
The New Mexico Department of Health has active
investigations into the positive patients, which includes
contact-tracing and swabs of symptomatic individuals
who have had contact with the positive cases.
State officials have vigorously encouraged all New
Mexicans to practice social distancing procedures: stay
home when at all possible.
Every New Mexican must work together to stem the
spread of COVID-19.

New Public Health Order in Effect
(For the complete text of this Health Order, go to
https://cv.nmhealth.org/2020/03/23/march-23-publichealth-order-faqs/.)
SANTA FE – On March 23, 2020, New Mexico
Department of Health Secretary Kathy Kunkel
announced a new public health emergency order
effective at 8 a.m. Tuesday, March 24, closing all
businesses and nonprofit entities except for those
deemed essential, and further restricting mass
gatherings due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
All New Mexicans must immediately heed the directive
to stay home except to maintain continuity of functions
critical to public health and safety.
This order is in place through 8 a.m. April 10,
2020, unless otherwise amended.
Here is more information about that order:
Q: When should I leave my house?
A: You may leave your home for these reasons:
•
If you work for an “essential business”
•
If your job is part of essential government services
that cannot be conducted through telework (the
latest order does not change this)
•
To conduct “necessary activities” – obtaining
medicine or seeing a doctor, purchasing necessary
supplies such as groceries and personal hygiene
products, picking up educational supplies from
your child’s school or providing necessary care and
supplies to family members in another household.
•
•You may leave your house to take a walk, or jog,
or to walk the dog. But you may not do these
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things in groups. And you should limit your time
outside to only what is essential.
Q: What’s open?
A: Essential businesses and nonprofits, as defined in
the order, will remain open. These include:
•
Gas stations
•
Pharmacies
•
Food providers: Grocery stores, farmers markets,
food banks, convenience stores, school meal
distribution sites and restaurants (but only for
delivery and take-out).
•
Banks
•
Laundromats/laundry services
•
Farms, ranches, and other food cultivation
operations
•
Essential state and local government functions,
including law enforcement and emergency
management services
•
Homeless shelters
•
Health care operations
•
Child care facilities necessary to provide services to
workers employed by essential businesses and
essential non-profit entities.
•
Utilities
•
Essential state and local government functions,
including law enforcement and emergency
management services
•
U.S. government and military installations
The full list is available at
https://cv.nmhealth.org/stay-at-home-essentialbusinesses/.
Q: Are there additional closings because of this
order?
A: Yes. If a business does not fall under one of the
“essential” categories, employees must either telework
or it must suspend operations.
Q: The new order revises what’s considered a
prohibited mass gathering. What’s the new rule?
A: This order defines a mass gathering as any public or
private gathering that brings together five or more
individuals in a single room or connected space or an
outdoor space where people are within 6 feet of each
other.
Q: Are there any exemptions to the 5-or-more
rule?
A: Yes. If five or more people live together, they are
exempt inside their residence. Also exempt are
churches, synagogues, mosques or other places of
worship.
Q: What’s closed?
A: Closures include the following:
•
Entertainment venues
•
Gyms and fitness studios
•
Public events and gatherings
•
Convention centers
•
Hair and nail salons
•
Casinos and horse-racing facilities
Q: Is there a curfew associated with the order?
A: No.
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Museum of Beadwork Challenge
In 1998 and again in 2000, Caravan Beads sponsored
a juried beading contest titled the International Miyuki
Delica Challenge. As a kick-off event, we will be
teaming up with Miyuki Co., Ltd. and Caravan Beads to
bring you the first Museum of Beadwork Challenge.
In addition to prizes, selected entries will be invited to
join the opening exhibition for the Museum in 2021.
Applications and up to 10 photos of your finished piece
should be sent to: director@museumofbeadwork.org
with the subject line of: MOB Challenge application.
You will receive an email confirmation within 5 days.
The Museum of Beadwork (MOB) Challenge will
have 5 categories:
Sculpture – Free-standing 3-dimensional pieces.
Tapestry – Hanging/wall pieces, or framed work
generally 2-dimensional.
Clothing – Embroidered or constructed garments.
Accessories – Purses, shoes, masks, etc.
Jewelry - Body adornment other than clothing or
accessory items.
Requirements:
•
All entries must evoke the challenge theme for this
year: Wings & Stings: Exploring the World of
Beaded Bugs. This year’s theme is insects;
actual representations, larger than life, inspiration
from, or any other interpretation you can envision.
The Museum of Beadwork is researching the
history of collections & museums by delving into
the world of entomology. So start buzzing with
creativity and bring forth your swarm of ideas!
•
One entry per person. Entries must be made by a
single person, no group entries allowed.
•
All entries must be of original design, and winning
designs from another jewelry contest may not be
submitted.
•
Any beading technique or combination of
techniques may be used.
•
All entries must be comprised primarily of
Miyuki beads (75% or higher). Any Miyuki
beads are acceptable, not just Delica beads. If you
are unsure about the beads you have, contact your
supplier or Caravan Beads for help.
•
This is an international competition; entries from
all countries are encouraged.
•
There is no size limitation for this competition.
Just remember that if your entry is chosen you will
be expected to cover the shipping to and from
Portland, Maine.
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The initial judging is based on digital images. Each
entry can submit up to 10 images.
•
The selected entrants from this initial round will be
required to send in or deliver their completed
pieces in order to be considered for the final
judging.
•
If your entry requires special display fixtures you
are expected to send those as well, along with
clear and simple instructions for display. If you
have questions about special display needs, please
contact us directly.
•
Selected entries will be invited to exhibit in the
Grand Opening of the Museum of Beadwork.
•
All applications, entrance fees, and photos
must be received no later than midnight on
6/15/2020.
Prizes:
Grand prize – $500 cash prize plus $500 Caravan
Beads Gift Certificate
Best of category (5 prizes, one in each category) –
$300 Caravan Beads Gift Certificate
Judges Choice (1 from each guest judge from any
category) – $150 Caravan Beads Gift Certificate
People’s choice (This award will be given after the
opening of the Exhibition as it will be chosen by votes
from the Grand Opening Gala and museum attendees)
– $150 Caravan Beads Gift Certificate
Judges’ decisions are final. Entries will be
judged on:
•
Overall visual presence
•
Craftsmanship
•
Difficulty
•
Use of beads
•
Originality/creativity
•
Connection to the theme
•
The judges will be announced by May 2020.
•
All entrants will be informed via email whether
they have been selected for the final round of
judging or not.
•
If you are selected for the final round you will also
receive email notification with details on how to
proceed.
For additional details and to download the application
and pay the entry fee, go to
https://www.museumofbeadwork.org/pages/museumof-beadwork-challenge
•
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1st Annual Interweave Jewelry, Bead
and Gem Arts Awards
presented by Lapidary Journal Jewelry Artist and
Beadwork magazines
This is your chance to gain recognition and prestige for
your work related to any of the jewelry arts, so show us
your best! Top winners of the 2020 competition will be
awarded cash prizes. Winners and honorable mentions
will receive magazine subscriptions, and will appear in
print, online, or both.

Deadlines & Fees

Early Bird Deadline: 6/1/2020
Early Bird Fees: Entries received by midnight EDT
6/1/2020 require a fee of $30
Deadline: 7/1/2020
Fees: Entries received by midnight EDT 7/1/2020 require
a fee of $35

Prizes

1 Grand Prize Winner will receive:
•
$1000 in cash
•
A 1-year subscription to the magazine publication
of his/her choice: Lapidary Journal Jewelry Artist
or Beadwork
4 Division Winners will receive:
•
$250 in cash
•
A 1-year subscription to the magazine publication
of their choice: Lapidary Journal Jewelry Artist or
Beadwork
10 Honorable Mention Winners will receive:
•
A 1-year subscription to the magazine publication
of their choice: Lapidary Journal Jewelry Artist or
Beadwork

Divisions

Jewelry, Non-bead, that may be worn on any part of the
body that is not primarily bead jewelry. Pendant parts
may hang from beads and beads may be incorporated
with other components, but pieces must be primarily nonbead jewelry.
Beads, including individual focal beads and bead jewelry
that may be worn on any part of the body. Other items
may be incorporated, but pieces must be primarily bead
jewelry.
Gems for jewelry or collector use, including
composites, using any gem cutting technique or
combination of techniques.
Non-jewelry or Non-jewelry-use Objects, including
functional and non-functional pieces, made with jewelrymaking techniques including but not limited to
metalsmithing, beading, and gem cutting.
A select number of additional winners may be chosen for
publication in our magazines

Rules & Guidelines

Open to any jewelry designer/maker, bead
designer/maker, or gem designer/lapidary. Entries must
be submitted here by the designer/maker or lapidary, or
in cases of collaborative work, the principal
designer/maker or lapidary.
Designs: Must be original and executed.
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Media: Any medium or combination of media is
acceptable.
Criteria: Visual Appeal and Impact; Originality;
Execution; for Jewelry only: Wearability.
Selection: The editors of Lapidary Journal Jewelry Artist
and Beadwork will review all submissions and make final
selections based on the criteria specified as well as the
suitability of the images for publication.
Judging is based on photography, so please, do your
work justice and capture all the boldness and subtlety in
your jewelry or other piece – don’t snap underexposed,
low-resolution pics that are askew. Spend some time
achieving the best photo results you can. A poorly shot
photo will make a poor reproduction in print and will make
it difficult to judge your work properly.
Entries: Each entry must represent one piece of jewelry
or one gem or one multiple-piece set or suite. You may
submit as many entries as you wish, but each piece, set,
or suite must be submitted as a separate entry.
Entries must be submitted as high-resolution, digital
images. If possible, we recommend having a professional
photographer skilled in jewelry photography shoot your
artwork. If you use a professional photographer, you are
responsible for obtaining the proper legal releases and
permissions for the photography to be printed in a book
and to be used in marketing materials.
Images should show the complete work, face-up. Up to
two additional images may show the work from other
perspectives to show how else it may appear when worn,
functionality, or other aspects of execution. Work should
appear on a simple background of white, black, or gray,
seamless paper, with the work centered in the frame.
Photos should be in focus and well-lit, with balanced light
(no color casts).
Image requirements for entries: JPG files (Please try to
keep the file size under 5 MB to ensure proper uploading).
When entering online, the viewing screen & thumbnail
which you will see during the entry process is for general
reference only and does not reflect the image quality that
will be viewed by jurors.
The file that you attach is exactly as it will appear to the
jurors.
All entrants should be prepared to be able to send a highresolution print-quality replacement file should their entry
be among those selected as a winner. For publication in
our magazines, these files should be 300 dpi when saved
at approximately 8×10 inches (2400×3600 pixels),
ideally, and 5×7 inches (1500×2100 pixels) at minimum.
Winners will be notified by email no later than August 31,
2020
For complete information and to submit entries, go to
https://www.interweave.com/jewelry-beadingcompetitions/?utm_source=Selligent&utm_medium=email
&utm_campaign=bd-jra-comp-191219Competition&utm_content=bd-jra-comp-191219Competition&utm_term=_&M_BT=87935389022
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Bead for Owls

Support Your Local Bead Stores

Announcing a beading competition for the International
Owl Center! A beaded owl competition is coming to
the International Owl Center (IOC) thanks to the Upper
Midwest Bead Society (UMBS)! This is the first time
that the UMBS has done a completion to benefit the
IOC. In honor of International Owl Awareness Day,
the juried pieces will be displayed from August 4
through August 18, 2020 at the IOC, located in
Houston, Minnesota.

Be sure to show your 2020 BSNM membership card to get
your discount.

Any beaded item with an owl theme is allowed,
whether created specifically for the competition or
previously.
Entries accepted from April 20 to May 18, 2020. The
entry fee is $25 per piece with application. Artists may
submit up to 5 photos per piece. Jurying will be done
using the posted or mailed photos.
Jurying notifications will go out at the end of June.
Those who are successfully juried in will then receive a
letter with instructions for shipping their piece to the
International Owl Center. Artists may elect to have
their juried entries listed for sale or NFS. If a piece
sells, the IOC will keep 25% of the retail price.
The competition rules and application packet will be
online at www.umbs.org by January 31, 2020.

A Few of My Favorite Beads
10137 Edith Blvd NE, Albuquerque
505-974-1645
Store Hours: Mon-Tues: Closed; Wed 9am to 6pm;
Thurs-Fri: Closed; Sat-Sun 9am to 6pm
No additional discount for BSNM members
Baskets of Africa
1714 Eubank NE, Albuquerque
505-323-2315
Store Hours: Mon-Fri 10am to 3pm
15% discount for BSNM members
The Beaded Iris
1512-F Wyoming, Albuquerque
505-299-1856
Store Hours: Mon-Thurs 10am to 5:30pm; Fri: 10am to
5pm; Sat 10am to 4pm; Sun 11:30am to 3:30pm
10% discount for BSNM members
Gypsy Raven Studio
117 W. Broadway, Mountainair, NM
505-847-2394
Mama’s Minerals
800 20th Street NW, Suite B, Albuquerque
505-266-8443
Store Hours: Mon-Fri 9am to 7pm; Sat 10am to 6pm;
Sun 11am to 5:30pm
15% discount for BSNM members
100 East San Francisco St., La Fonda Hotel, Santa Fe
505-988-1651
Store Hours: Mon-Sat 10am to 6pm; Sun 10am to 5pm
15% discount for BSNM members

Size limitations: Jewelry must be approximately
13 inches by 14 inches by 2.5 inches. Sculpture is also

Soft Flex
www.SoftFlexCompany.com
1-866-925-3539
No minimum order; U.S. orders $50+ ship free

Prizes: The Grand Prize is anticipated to be $500.
There will also be prizes for first, second, and third
place. Additional prizes may be awarded at the
discretion of the jury.

Stone Mountain Bead Gallery
4008 Central Ave. SE, Albuquerque
505-260-1121
Store Hours: Mon-Sat: 11am to 6pm; Sun 12:30pm to
4:30pm
20% discount for BSNM members

limited to size due to display space limitations.

About the International Owl Center: The IOC is
really growing. They currently own three of the five
properties for their future site and will purchase #4 in
January. One of the houses is being demolished in the
coming week. An aviary on the border of the park in
Houston is planned. Their share of the money after
prizes are awarded from the entry fees for the
competition will go toward running the IOC and its
future growth.
About the Upper Midwest Bead Society: In 1989,
Diane Fitzgerald started the Upper Midwest Bead
Society, which is located in St. Paul, Minnesota. They
are a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization open to anyone
interested in beads. Their mission is to further the
understanding and enjoyment of beads, beadwork and
other related techniques and mediums.

Thomason Stone Supply
4100 Menaul Blvd. NE, Albuquerque
505-268-9934
Store Hours: Mon-Sati 9am to 5pm
10% discount for BSNM members
New Mexico Bead and Fetish
401 Romero St. NW, Old Town Albuquerque
505-243-2600
Store Hours: Mon-Sat 10am to 6pm; Sun 11am to 5pm
10% discount for BSNM members
Beadweaver of Santa Fe
503 Old Santa Fe Trail, Santa Fe
505-955-1600
Store Hours: Mon-Sat 10am to 5:30pm
10% discount for BSNM members
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Procedure for Submitting Articles for Publication
Producing a quality monthly publication as well as maintaining an up-to-date website and Facebook page is not an
easy task. We have three people who work hard to ensure that our members have the most timely and accurate
information possible. But these tasks take lots of time and can’t be done properly without the assistance of our
members. Please remember to follow these procedures when submitting information to be shared with the general
membership:


Send all information to beadsocietynm@gmail.com



Please send just one topic per email and be sure to include the topic in the subject line and indicate that the
topic is for publication.



Do not send articles or information as a response to another email; send a new, separate email.



Be sure that any photos, artwork, etc., you send is print-ready in a format that can easily be downloaded and
copied – preferably as an attachment (jpg, tif, or png, or incorporated into a Word doc).



Please send complete information. The members of the Communications Committee are not mind readers.
Please provide full names of persons, full addresses and contact information, dates and times, etc.



Information to be included in the monthly publication, either the Newsletter or Bead Blast, MUST be received
no later than the 20th of the prior month. Information received after that date will be shared via social media
and on the BSNM website, and used for the following month’s publication if appropriate.

2020 Board of Directors
The Board of Directors meets on the second Monday of the month from 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm at the North Domingo
Baca Multigenerational Center.
All members are welcome to attend.
President
First Vice President - Special Events and Workshops
Second Vice President – Programs
Treasurer
Secretary
Membership Chair
Newsletter Editor
Volunteer Coordinator
Member-at-Large
Past President
Webmaster
Social Media Manager
Photographer
Historian
Meeting Coordinator
Membership Recruiter
Fiber Arts Council Representative
Fiber Arts Education Committee Representative

Pat Verrelle
Claire Sweeney
Deb Cole
Barbara Rosen
Jill Bartel
Fran Hahn

Teresa Kenyon
Pam Troutman
Susan Hostettler
Elizabeth (Liz) Reisinger
Jamie Welles
Elizabeth (Liz) Reisinger

